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What happens if you don’t make a Will?  
 
The complexities of the Intestacy Rules 
 
Are you married or in a civil partnership? 
 
 
 
 
   Yes                   No              
Is your estate worth        Do you have 
more than £250,000?          children? 
 
                   No                                                                                 Yes 
 
 
    
  Yes                                                                                   No 
Do you have         Do you have 
children?                   parents? 
                  Yes                                                                                 Yes 
 
 
 
   No                                                                                   No                                                                                                 
Do you have         Do you have brothers 
parents?                   and sisters*? 
                  Yes                                                                                 Yes 
 
 
 
  No                                                                                    No                                                                            
Do you have         Do you have any other more 
brothers and          distant relatives such as half  
sisters*?     Yes                    brothers and sisters*, grandparents, 
              uncles and aunts* or half uncles 
            and aunts*? 
                                                                                                          Yes 
                                                                                                                                                      
     No 
 
                                                                                            No 
                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
*If a relative who would have inherited dies before you leaving descendants then those 
descendants share equally that relative’s part of the inheritance. 
 
This chart outlines the rules applied in England and Wales. 

Spouse/civil partner 
gets everything. Shared equally 

between them 

Spouse/civil partner 
gets first £250,000 
and a life interest in 

half the residue. 
 Children get the rest 
and remaining half 

on death of spouse. 

Shared equally 
between them 

Spouse/civil partner 
gets first £400,000 

and half the residue. 
 Parents share the 
remaining balance. 

Shared equally 
between them 

Spouse/civil partner 
gets first £400,000 

and half the residue. 
 Parents share the 
remaining balance. 

Shared equally 
between relevant 
classes of more 

distant relatives in 
successive order 

of priority. 

Everything goes to 
the Crown 

Everything goes to 
spouse/civil partner 


